TO:
USW Local 6500 (Sudbury)


USW Local 6200 (Port Colborne)


USW Local 9508 (Voisey’s Bay)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We have been following with heartfelt support your negotiations and subsequent strike at Vale Inco. Through your innovative website “FairDealNOW.ca”, we have been watching and reading every aspect of your fight.
We find it disturbing that a multinational corporation as massively profitable as Vale would use this economic climate as an excuse to demand long-term dramatic cuts and changes to your collective agreement.

Having made US$ 13.2 billion net profit last year, and currently with US$ 22 billion in cash assets on hand, it is shocking that Vale is insisting on creating a two-tiered pension plan, slashing the nickel bonus and seriously damaging seniority rights.
The fact that the nickel bonus is currently paying nothing, and only pays when the company is making significant profit, shows that Vale’s actions are not about the recession, but are about trying to totally restructure their relationship to their labour force. 

That is why your struggle is our struggle as well. Employers everywhere are watching your situation and considering what advantage they can get by vicious labour relation practices.

We must not let corporate greed and a rush to the bottom stop us from choosing the correct path out of this financial malaise. 

We know that your victory is essential to your workers. We know that your victory is essential to your communities of Sudbury, Port Colborne and Voisey’s Bay. We want you to know, that your victory is also essential to us.

We stand together with you!

Your strike is about preserving workers’ dignity, your family’s wellbeing and your communities’ sustainability.

On behalf of our members, I express our full support and solidarity with the striking USW members at Vale Inco. 

We believe in your justified struggle to ensure fair incomes, job security and decent pensions. We understand that you are fighting for the health and security of your families and communities.

We will inform our members of your tremendous fight, and will encourage them to visit “FairDealNow.ca” often to receive updates.

Your fight now becomes the fight of all unions around the globe, and we are proud to join this struggle.

In Solidarity,

Messages of solidarity can be emailed to communications@usw.ca or info@fairdealnow.ca  or faxed to +1 416-487-8479, with copies to info@imfmetal.org
